Week 1 - Men’s Bible Study: “Heart-Giving and Servant Leadership”

Theme: Biblical generosity flows from a cheerful heart, not pressure or manipulation. Godly leaders serve humbly rather than lord over others for personal gain.
Opening (5–10 min)
· Icebreaker: “What’s one way someone has shown you real generosity (time, help, resources) that meant a lot? How did it feel?”
· Read the context: Paul was collecting money for poor believers in Jerusalem. No TV preachers, no luxury lifestyles—just urgent need among suffering Christians.
Week 1: A Cheerful Heart
1. Giving from the Heart – Not Under Compulsion
2 Corinthians 9:6-7
“Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously. Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.”
Discussion Questions:
1. What does “decided in your heart” actually mean in everyday life? How is this different from pressure tactics you’ve seen or felt?
2. Why does God care more about cheerfulness than the exact amount?
3. Where in your life (money, time, energy, skills) are you currently sowing sparingly vs. generously?
2. The Warning Against Greedy or Authoritarian Leadership
Mark 10:42-45 (Jesus’ words)
“You know that those who are regarded as rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them… Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant… just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”
1 Peter 5:2-3 (to church elders)
“Be shepherds of God’s flock… not pursuing dishonest gain, but eager to serve; not lording it over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock.”
Discussion Questions:
1. What does “lording it over” look like in modern churches, families, or workplaces?
2. How have you seen money, “seed faith,” or pressure tactics misused in the name of God?
3. What would a truly servant-hearted leader (or husband/father/friend) look like this week?
3. Generosity Is Bigger Than Money
True generosity includes time, listening, mercy, food, skills, presence.
Supporting verses: 
· Acts 2:44-45 – Early church shared possessions voluntarily. 
· Proverbs 19:17 – “Whoever is generous to the poor lends to the Lord.” 
· 1 Timothy 6:17-19 – Rich in good deeds, generous, willing to share.
Discussion Questions:
1. In what non-financial ways are men often called to be generous (to wives, kids, brothers in Christ, neighbors)?
2. What holds us back from open-handed living—fear, selfishness, past hurts?
Personal Challenge / Application (15–20 min)
Break into small groups or pairs. Each man answers one of these:
A. This week I will prayerfully decide in my heart one specific act of generosity (money, time, or help) and do it cheerfully—no strings.
B. I will evaluate one area of “leadership” in my life (home, work, church) and ask: Am I serving or lording?
C. I will speak up (gently but clearly) the next time I hear manipulative giving talk that contradicts 2 Corinthians 9:7.
Accountability tip: Text one other guy mid-week to follow up.
Closing Prayer (10 min)
· Thank God for His generosity in sending Jesus. 
· Confess areas of stinginess or pressure we’ve put on others. 
· Ask for cheerful hearts and servant spirits. 
· Pray for pastors and leaders to stay humble and honest.
Take-Home Verse (Memorize)
“Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give… for God loves a cheerful giver.” (2 Corinthians 9:7)

Week 2: Sacrificial Heart – The Widow’s Offering
Focus: True generosity is measured by the heart and sacrifice, not the amount.
Length: 60–75 minutes
Opening (5–10 min)
· Icebreaker: “Tell about a time you gave something that cost you personally. How did it affect you?”
· Read Luke 21:1-4 together.
Core Passage - Luke 21:1-4 (NIV)
“As Jesus looked up, he saw the rich putting their gifts into the temple treasury. He also saw a poor widow put in two very small copper coins. ‘Truly I tell you,’ he said, ‘this poor widow has put in more than all the others. All these people gave their gifts out of their wealth; but she out of her poverty put in all she had to live on.’”
Supporting Verse: 2 Corinthians 8:2-5 (Macedonian churches) – gave “even beyond their ability” and “out of the most severe trial” with overflowing joy.
Discussion Questions
1. Why did Jesus say the widow gave more than the rich people?
2. What does this story teach us about how God measures generosity?
3. How does this challenge the “give to get rich” messages sometimes heard today?
4. In what area of your life right now is God possibly calling you to a “widow-level” sacrifice (time with family, money, serving others)?
Personal Challenge / Application
Choose one and share with the group:
· Identify one area where you can give “out of your poverty” (limited time, limited money, limited energy) this week.
· Do a “heart check”: Am I giving out of abundance or out of true sacrifice and trust in God?
· Encourage one person this week who is giving sacrificially (single dad, caregiver, low-income believer, etc.).
Accountability: Report back next meeting how the Lord used your act of heart-giving.
Closing Prayer
Praise God for the widow’s example and for Jesus who gave everything. Ask for hearts that give cheerfully even when it hurts.
Take-Home Verse
“She out of her poverty put in all she had to live on.” (Luke 21:4)

Week 3: Practical Generosity – Living It Out Daily
Focus: Turning heart convictions into everyday actions with time, money, and relationships.
Length: 60–75 minutes
Opening (5–10 min)
· Icebreaker: “What’s one practical way you’ve seen a man in this group (or another man) live generously lately?”
· Quick review: What has stood out from previous sessions?
Core Passages - 1 Timothy 6:17-19
“Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth… but to put their hope in God… Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and willing to share. In this way they will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm foundation for the coming age.”
Galatians 6:9-10 - “Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up. Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong to the family of believers.”
Discussion & Practical Tools
1. What are practical barriers men face to being generous (busyness, fear of not having enough, past hurts)?
2. Brainstorm together:
· Money: Simple budget ideas, giving directly to needs, avoiding pressure.
· Time: How to audit your calendar this week for generosity.
· Skills/Strength: Using your trade, strength, or knowledge to serve others.
Personal Challenge / Application (Main Focus)
Each man creates a simple one-week generosity plan:
· One financial decision made in my heart.
· One block of time I will give away.
· One person or family I will serve practically.
Share your plan with the group. Set a reminder on your phone.
Accountability: Text a brother your plan and one mid-week update.
Closing Prayer - Ask God to make us cheerful, consistent, and practical givers who reflect His generosity in everyday life.
Take-Home Verse
“Be rich in good deeds… generous and willing to share.” (1 Timothy 6:18)
