SHEEPDOG MEN’S BIBLE STUDY
Going to Those Who Offend You
Becoming the Man Who Cannot Be Easily Shaken

Opening Scripture
Acts 20:28
“Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers. Be shepherds of the church of God, which he bought with his own blood.”
Proverbs 19:11
“A man's wisdom gives him patience; it is to his glory to overlook an offense.”

Purpose of This Study
Men today are often taught that strength means responding immediately to insult, criticism, or disrespect. Scripture teaches something very different.
The Bible calls men to become slow to anger, difficult to provoke, and governed by God rather than the actions of other men.
A man who allows another man's offense to control his emotions or behavior has surrendered his freedom. Thus, making himself a slave to another man.  
If another man’s actions determine your response, then that man is controlling you.
Christian men must learn to:
· Be hard to offend
· Respond with wisdom instead of pride
· Know when to overlook an offense
· Know when to confront someone directly
· Find joy even when offense comes because of faithfulness to God
1. A Man Should Be Hard to Offend
Proverbs 19:11
“A man's wisdom gives him patience; it is to his glory to overlook an offense.”
God calls men to maturity and self-control.
A foolish man reacts quickly to insult.
A wise man understands that many offenses are not worth responding to at all.
The Bible says it is a man's glory to overlook an offense.
This means there is honor in refusing to be provoked.
Strong men are not controlled by their emotions.

Discussion
1. Why do you think people today are so easily offended?
2. What does it mean to overlook an offense?
3. Why would the Bible call overlooking an offense glorious?
2. Be Slow to Anger
Ecclesiastes 7:9
“Do not be quickly provoked in your spirit, for anger resides in the lap of fools.”
James 1:19–20
“Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry, because human anger does not produce the righteousness that God desires.”
Quick anger often flows from pride.
When we react too quickly, we usually respond from wounded ego rather than wisdom.
A godly man learns to pause, listen, and control his response.

Discussion
1. Why is quick anger dangerous?
2. What does it look like practically to be slow to anger?
3. What situations tempt men to react quickly?
3. Should We Even Be Offended?
Many personal offenses come from wounded pride rather than real injustice.
Jesus Himself endured insults and false accusations.
1 Peter 2:23
“When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate.”
Christian men should be difficult to offend because their identity comes from God—not from the opinions of other men.
A man who reacts to every insult becomes easily manipulated.
But a man anchored in Christ cannot be controlled by other men’s words.

Discussion
1. Why do insults often affect us so strongly?
2. How does our identity in Christ change our response to offense?
3. What does it look like to endure insult without retaliation?
4. When Should We Go to Someone Who Offends Us?
Sometimes offenses should be overlooked.
Other times they should be addressed.
Jesus gives clear instruction:
Matthew 18:15
“If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and him alone.”
Important principles:
· Go directly to the person
· Go privately
· Go with the goal of restoration
The goal is not to win the argument.
The goal is reconciliation.

Discussion
1. Why do people often talk about conflicts with others instead of addressing the person directly?
2. Why does Jesus instruct us to go privately first?
3. What attitude should we have when confronting someone?
5. Brothers, Christians, and Non-Christians
Scripture shows that we do not handle every conflict the same way.
With a Brother (Close Christian)
Galatians 6:1
“If someone is caught in a sin, you who live by the Spirit should restore that person gently.”
The goal is restoration and spiritual growth.
With Fellow Christians
Romans 12:18
“If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone.”
Sometimes peace means addressing conflict.
Sometimes peace means overlooking it.
With Non-Christians
Scripture warns us about pointless arguments.
Proverbs 26:4
“Do not answer a fool according to his folly.”
Proverbs 26:5
“Answer a fool according to his folly.”
Both are true. Wisdom requires discernment.
Sometimes engaging a fool drags you into foolishness.
Other times silence allows foolishness to spread.
A wise man knows the difference.
Discussion
1. Why should we treat believers and unbelievers differently in conflict?
2. When is confrontation necessary?
3. When is it better to walk away?
6. Do Not Let Another Man Steal Your Joy
If someone can insult you and ruin your day, they have taken control of your heart.
Christian men must not allow offense to rob them of joy.
Philippians 4:4
“Rejoice in the Lord always.”
Our joy comes from God—not from how people treat us.
If our joy depends on others, it will constantly be stolen.
But if our joy is rooted in Christ, no insult can remove it.
A man who allows others to control his emotions becomes their servant.
A man who is governed by God remains free.

Discussion
1. How can offense rob us of joy?
2. What does it mean to find joy in the Lord instead of circumstances?
3. How can we guard against bitterness?
7. When Offense Comes Because of Faithfulness
Sometimes offense is not something to avoid.
Sometimes it is a sign of faithfulness.
Matthew 5:11–12
“Blessed are you when people insult you… because of me.”
Acts 5:41
“They rejoiced because they had been counted worthy of suffering disgrace for the Name.”
When insults come because we stand for truth, they are not shame.
They are honor.

Discussion
1. Why does Jesus say persecution is a blessing?
2. Why is it difficult to rejoice when insulted?
3. How can remembering Christ’s suffering help us respond rightly?
Final Reflection
A godly man is:
· Slow to anger
· Hard to offend
· Quick to forgive
· Courageous enough to confront when necessary
· Wise enough to overlook offenses
His identity comes from God.
His joy comes from Christ.
And because of that, no man's insult can control him.

Reflection Question
Is there an offense in your life that you need to release, forgive, or address in a godly way?

