Bible Study: Guarding Against False Teachers
“Beware of Wolves – Protecting the Pure Gospel of Grace”
(Based on Matthew 7:15–20 and Galatians 2:11–21, with insights from John MacArthur)

Goal: Learn to recognize false prophets/teachers (wolves in sheep’s clothing), understand the difference between correcting an erring believer and confronting persistent false teachers, and commit to guarding the gospel of grace in your marriage, family, and church.
Pray Together
Ask God for humility, discernment, and courage to test all teaching by Scripture and protect the pure gospel.
Read Aloud Together 
· Matthew 7:15–20 
· Galatians 2:11–21 (focus on vv. 11–14 for the incident, then vv. 15–21 for the gospel summary)
Quick Starter Question (2–3 minutes each)
What teaching or influence (sermon, podcast, book, or person) has recently caused you to wonder, “Does this fully align with the gospel of grace?”
Section 1: Jesus’ Clear Warning – Beware of False Prophets (15 minutes)
Main Verse: Matthew 7:15
“Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly are ravenous wolves.”
Key Truths 
· False prophets claim to speak for God but distort or corrupt His truth. 
· They often use Scripture, speak confidently, and appear moral or spiritual. 
· Many operate inside the church, not outside it. 
· They are deceptive: they look safe and godly on the outside (“sheep’s clothing”), but inwardly they are dangerous “ravenous wolves.” 
· The greatest threat is subtle distortion of truth, not open attacks. This leads to spiritual harm and destruction.
Review & Discussion Questions 
1. Why does Jesus use the image of “sheep’s clothing”? How does this make false teaching especially dangerous today? 
2. What modern examples show false teachers appearing trustworthy (charisma, large followings, emotional appeals, claims of special insight)? 
3. As a couple, how consistently do we test teaching by Scripture alone rather than by personality, popularity, or feelings? Where can we improve?

Section 2: Recognizing False Teachers by Their Fruit (15 minutes)
Main Verses: Matthew 7:16–20
“You will recognize them by their fruits… A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a bad tree bear good fruit… Thus you will recognize them by their fruits.”
Key Truths 
· Fruit includes both doctrine (what they teach) and character/lifestyle (how they live and the results they produce). 
· False teaching eventually shows visible consequences: division, legalism, greed, self-promotion, bondage, or people being led away from simple faith in Christ. 
· Good fruit exalts Christ, upholds justification by faith alone, promotes holiness, and draws people closer to the true gospel.
Review & Discussion Questions 
1. What specific “fruits” reveal a false teacher (e.g., adding works/requirements to the gospel, refusing correction, motives of personal gain)? 
2. Why is it encouraging that Jesus promises “you will know them” by their fruit? 
3. Thinking of current teachings (prosperity gospel, heavy legalism, or subtle additions to grace), what fruits should raise a red flag for us as a couple?

Section 3: The Gospel at Risk – Peter’s Hypocrisy and Paul’s Confrontation (20 minutes)
Main Passage: Galatians 2:11–14
Paul publicly opposed Peter “to his face” because Peter’s actions were “not in step with the truth of the gospel.”
Background
In Antioch, Peter (a true apostle) had been enjoying full fellowship with Gentile believers—living out the gospel of grace with no Jew/Gentile divide. When men from the circumcision party arrived, Peter withdrew out of fear of man. Other Jewish believers, including Barnabas, followed his bad example. This sent a false message: Gentiles needed to follow Jewish customs to be fully accepted. Peter knew better, but his hypocrisy added works to the gospel in practice.
Key Truths (from MacArthur’s teaching) 
· This was a temporary stumble by a genuine believer through fear of man—not deliberate false teaching. 
· Even strong leaders can act inconsistently and need correction. 
· Anything that adds requirements to “faith in Christ alone” attacks the purity of the gospel. 
· Paul confronted the error publicly because it affected the whole church.

Review & Discussion Questions 
1. What was wrong with Peter’s actions? How was it dangerous even though he was not a false teacher? 
2. How does this story encourage humility in our marriage? (Even apostles can err.) 
3. Read Galatians 2:15–21. What does “justification by faith alone, not by works of the law” mean for how we show love and acceptance in our marriage?

Section 4: The Important Difference – Correcting a Brother vs. Confronting False Teachers 
Key Truth
True believers can temporarily err and repent (like Peter, who later fully affirmed grace). Persistent false teachers introduce destructive heresies, refuse correction, and lead people astray for selfish reasons.



Comparison Table
	Aspect
	Erring Brother (e.g., Peter)
	Persistent False Teachers/Prophets

	Identity
	Genuine believer who knows the truth but acts inconsistently
	Wolves/infiltrators who distort core truths about Christ and salvation

	Action
	Temporary compromise (fear, bad example)
	Teach “another gospel” (faith + works, rituals, prosperity, etc.)

	Response to Correction
	Open to rebuke; repents and returns to Scripture
	Harden their hearts; continue promoting error

	Biblical Response
	Gentle restoration (private if possible; public if needed) – goal is repentance (Galatians 6:1; Matthew 18:15)
	Test and expose (1 John 4:1; Ephesians 5:11); warn once or twice then avoid (Titus 3:10); mark and separate to protect the flock (Romans 16:17)


Review & Discussion Questions 
1. Using the table, how can we as a couple tell the difference when we encounter questionable teaching? 
2. When is it loving to correct privately versus confront publicly? Have we ever needed to do this? 
3. What modern “sheep’s clothing” examples (legalism, prosperity emphasis, performance-based faith) should we guard our family against?

Section 5: Personal Application & Commitment (10 minutes)
Practical Steps for Your Marriage and Family 
· Study the true gospel of grace together regularly. 
· Test every teaching against Scripture alone. 
· Correct each other with gentleness when we stumble. 
· Firmly oppose anything that distorts or adds to the gospel. 
· Commit to daily time in God’s Word so deception has less room.
Discussion Questions 
1. What “additions” or fears (performance pressure, people-pleasing, extra rules) might be affecting our marriage, family, or church right now? 
2. What is one practical way we can better guard the gospel together this week (e.g., discuss sermons, memorize verses, pray for discernment)? 
3. Where does each of us most need to grow in discernment, and what one step will we take?
Memory Verse (Recite Together)
Galatians 2:14 — “But when I saw that their conduct was not in step with the truth of the gospel, I said to Cephas before them all, “If you, though a Jew, live like a Gentile and not like a Jew, how can you force the Gentiles to live like Jews?”
Closing (5 minutes)
Share One Takeaway Each
What stood out most about recognizing false teachers or protecting the gospel?
Pray Together
Thank God for the pure gospel of grace. Ask for wisdom to spot wolves, courage to speak truth in love, humility to receive correction, and protection for your family and church.
Further Study 
· Acts 15 (Peter’s alignment with grace at the Jerusalem Council) 
· 2 Peter 2 and Jude (detailed pictures of false teachers) 
· Titus 1:9–16 (holding firmly to sound doctrine) 
· John MacArthur sermons: “Beware of False Prophets” (Matthew 7) and “The Danger of Adding to the Gospel” (Galatians 2)
Personal Reflection (for later or next time) 
· What challenged me most today? 
· Where do I need to grow in vigilance against false teaching? 
· How will I stay grounded in Scripture this week?

