Men’s Bible Study: How God Answers Our Prayers – Receiving What We Need
(Based on the poem: “I asked God”)

Objective:
Help men understand that God often answers prayers by giving us what we need for growth, character, and dependence on Him rather than what we immediately want. This builds resilient faith, godly manhood, and trust in God’s wiser ways.
Opening Prayer:
Icebreaker (10-15 minutes):
Share a time when you prayed for something specific (like an “easy” outcome), but God gave you a harder path that ultimately grew you. How did you feel in the moment versus looking back?
1. The Poem & Core Truth (Read the Poem Aloud)
I asked for strength and God gave me difficulties to make me strong
I asked for wisdom and God gave me problems to solve
I asked for prosperity and God gave me brawn and brain to work
I asked for courage and God gave me dangers to overcome
I asked for patience God placed me in situations where I was forced to wait
I asked for love and God gave me troubled people to help
I asked for favors and God gave me opportunities
I received nothing I wanted I received everything I needed
My Prayer Has Been Answered.
Key Principle: God’s answers often come disguised as difficulties, opportunities, or responsibilities. His goal is our maturity and His glory, not our comfort. (See Isaiah 55:8-9 – God’s ways and thoughts are higher than ours.) 
Main Scripture: James 1:2-4 (ESV)
“Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, for you know that the testing of your faith produces steadfastness. And let steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.”
Discussion: 
· Why does James call trials “joy”? How does this connect to the poem’s message? 
· As men, we’re often expected to be strong providers and leaders. How does this poem challenge or encourage that cultural pressure?
2. Breaking It Down: Six Prayers & God’s Responses
Go through each line with related Scriptures. Men can take turns reading verses and sharing brief applications.
A. Strength – “I asked for strength, and God gave me difficulties to make me strong.” 
· Verses: 2 Corinthians 12:9-10 (“My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness... when I am weak, then I am strong.”); James 1:2-4; Isaiah 40:29-31. 
· Men’s Application: Difficulties forge leadership endurance. Think of David facing Goliath or Paul’s thorn. What “difficulty” are you facing right now that could build strength?
B. Wisdom – “I asked for wisdom, and God gave me problems to learn to solve.” 
· Verses: James 1:5 (“If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God...”); Proverbs 3:5-6; Romans 5:3-5 (trials produce character and hope). 
· Men’s Application: Problems at work, home, or church are classrooms. God grows discernment through responsibility, not shortcuts. Share a problem you’re solving prayerfully.
C. Prosperity – “I asked for prosperity, and God gave me a brain and brawn to work.” 
· Verses: 2 Thessalonians 3:10-12 (if anyone is not willing to work...); Proverbs 14:23; Colossians 3:23-24 (work heartily as for the Lord). 
· Men’s Application: Biblical manhood includes provision through effort (see Genesis 2:15). God often multiplies what we steward. How does laziness vs. diligence show up in your life?
D. Courage – “I asked for courage, and God gave me dangers to overcome.” 
· Verses: Joshua 1:9 (“Be strong and courageous... for the Lord your God is with you”); Deuteronomy 31:6; Psalm 27:14. 
· Men’s Application: Courage isn’t the absence of fear—it’s action in the face of it. Think of men protecting families, leading spiritually, or standing for truth. What “danger” or risk is God calling you to face?
E. Love – “I asked for love, and God gave me people to help.” 
· Verses: 1 John 3:16-18 (lay down our lives for others); Galatians 6:2 (bear one another’s burdens); John 13:34-35. 
· Men’s Application: Love is sacrificial service—leading your wife, mentoring sons/daughters, helping brothers. Who are the “people to help” in your sphere?
F. Favors – “I asked for favors, and God gave me opportunities.” 
· Verses: Ephesians 2:10 (created for good works); Colossians 4:5 (make the best use of time); Galatians 6:9-10. 
· Men’s Application: Opportunities require initiative and faithfulness. God opens doors that demand effort and faith.
Closing Reflection (Read Together):
“I received nothing I wanted. I received everything I needed.”
Key Verse: Romans 8:28 (“And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called according to his purpose.”)
3. Group Discussion Questions (20-30 minutes)
1. Which line of the poem hits you hardest right now? Why? 
2. How can we encourage each other when God’s answers feel like “no” or “wait”? 
3. What does trusting God’s unexpected answers look like for a man leading his family? 
4. Share one current prayer request. How might God be answering it in a way you haven’t considered?
4. Personal Application & Challenge
· This Week: Pick one area (strength, wisdom, etc.) and journal daily: “Lord, what are You teaching me through this?” 
· Action Step: Reach out to one man in the group this week for accountability or prayer. Serve someone (help a neighbor, lead family devotions, etc.). 
· Memorization: James 1:5 or 2 Corinthians 12:9.
Closing Prayer (Circle up, grab a shoulder, and pray together)
