Hebrews 3 Bible Study: Jesus Greater Than Moses – Hold Fast in Faith

Introduction: 
Hebrews 3 builds on the previous chapters’ emphasis on Jesus as our merciful and faithful High Priest. The author (likely writing to Jewish Christians facing persecution and temptation to return to old religious practices) urges readers to fix their eyes on Jesus and persevere in faith. The chapter has two main parts:
· Verses 1–6: Jesus is superior to Moses.
· Verses 7–19: A solemn warning against unbelief, drawn from Israel’s wilderness rebellion (Psalm 95 and Numbers 13–14).
Key Theme: Faithfulness to God leads to rest and inheritance; unbelief leads to falling short of God’s promise. Jesus is the faithful Son over God’s house—we are that house if we hold fast. 

Goal of this study: Encourage deeper trust in Christ and mutual encouragement to avoid hardening our hearts.
Read the Passage
Read Hebrews 3 aloud; Pause after verses 1–6 and 7–19 for reflection.
Verse-by-Verse Insights
1. Fix Your Thoughts on Jesus (vv. 1–6)
· “Holy brothers and sisters… heavenly calling”: Believers are set apart and called to a greater inheritance than earthly promises.
· Jesus as Apostle and High Priest: Apostle = sent one (brings God’s message); High Priest = represents us to God. Jesus perfectly fulfills both. 

· Greater than Moses: Moses was faithful in God’s house as a servant. Jesus is faithful over God’s house as the Son and Builder. The house (God’s people) derives its glory from its Creator.
· We are His house: This is conditional—“if we hold firmly to our confidence and the hope…” Perseverance proves genuine faith. 

Illustration: A servant maintains a house; the son owns and rules it. Moses pointed forward; Jesus fulfills it.
2. The Warning from the Wilderness (vv. 7–19)
· Quote from Psalm 95: The Holy Spirit still speaks “Today.” The Israelites saw miracles (plagues, Red Sea, manna, etc.) yet hardened their hearts in unbelief at Kadesh Barnea (Numbers 13–14). They refused to trust God’s promise of the Promised Land.
· Consequences: Their bodies fell in the wilderness; they never entered God’s rest.
· Application to us: “See to it… encourage one another daily.” Sin is deceitful. Unbelief leads to turning away from the living God. 

· Rest: In context, this points to both Canaan (for Israel) and ultimate heavenly rest in Christ (developed more in ch. 4).
Key Parallel: The Exodus generation is a type (picture) of the Christian life—saved from bondage (sin), journeying toward rest (heaven), but many fall short through unbelief. 

Key Themes
· Superiority of Christ: Jesus > angels, > Moses. He is worthy of our full allegiance.
· Faithfulness vs. Unbelief: Faith is active trust that obeys and perseveres.
· Community Encouragement: Isolation leads to hardness; daily mutual exhortation guards against sin’s deceit.
· Today: Urgency—don’t delay responding to God’s voice.
· Perseverance: True believers hold fast to the end (not sinless perfection, but enduring faith).
Discussion Questions
1. What does it mean practically to “fix your thoughts on Jesus” (v. 1)? 
1. How can you do this amid daily distractions?
2. Why does the author compare Jesus and Moses? 
1. How does this encourage Jewish-background believers?
3. In what ways are we “God’s house”? 
1. What does holding fast to confidence and hope look like in your life right now?
4. The Israelites saw incredible miracles yet rebelled. Why is unbelief still a danger even when we’ve experienced God’s goodness?
5. How can we “encourage one another daily” (v. 13) in our modern context (church, small groups, texts, etc.)?
6. What warnings or encouragements from this chapter stand out most to you personally? 

Personal Application
· Fix eyes on Jesus: Start each day by meditating on who He is (apostle, high priest, faithful Son, Lord).
· Guard your heart: Identify areas where sin might be deceiving you or where you’re tempted to drift.
· Encourage others: Who needs a word of hope or accountability from you this week?
· Persevere: Are you holding fast, or have you grown weary? Remember the Israelites’ example—unbelief kept them from rest.
Memory Verse: Hebrews 3:12–13
“See to it, brothers and sisters, that none of you has a sinful, unbelieving heart that turns away from the living God. But encourage one another daily…”
Closing Prayer
Thank God for Jesus, our faithful Apostle and High Priest. Confess any areas of drifting or unbelief. Ask for grace to hold fast, hearts that respond to His voice “today,” and opportunities to encourage fellow believers. Pray for perseverance until we enter His eternal rest. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

