Men’s Bible Study: Justification – God the Just and the Justifier

Leader’s Note: This study is designed for a small group of men (4–12 recommended) meeting for 60–90 minutes. Focus on the biblical doctrine of justification from Romans 3:21–26. Keep the tone direct and honest, encouraging men to speak openly about guilt, performance, and leadership. Print or project the key Scriptures. Ask participants to bring their Bibles.
Opening (10 minutes)
Icebreaker (optional): “When was the last time you felt like you had to ‘prove’ yourself—at work, as a husband/father, or among friends? How does that pressure affect your walk with God?”
Prayer: Ask the Lord to open our eyes to the glory of justification so that we live as free, bold, and holy men.
Key Scripture: Romans 3:21–26 (ESV)
“But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it—the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction: for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God’s righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. It was to show his righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.”
Additional passages to read aloud (divide among the group):
· Romans 4:4–8 (Abraham and David – justification by faith, not works)
· Romans 5:1–2 (peace with God and access to grace)
· 2 Corinthians 5:21 (imputation – Christ becomes sin so we become the righteousness of God)
· Galatians 2:16 (not justified by works of the law)
Core Teaching (15–20 minutes – Leader or rotate)
Paul Washer teaches that the doctrine of justification is the heart of the gospel and the foundation for everything else in the Christian life. Here’s the biblical truth he hammers home:
1. Our Problem – Radical Depravity and God’s Justice
Every man in this room (and every man who has ever lived) has sinned and falls short of God’s glory (Rom. 3:23). God is not a lenient grandfather; He is perfectly just. He cannot simply overlook sin without violating His own holiness. Washer says: God’s justice demands payment—either in hell or at the cross.
2. God’s Solution – Justification as a Gift
Justification is a legal declaration. In the courtroom of heaven, God stamps “Righteous” on the guilty sinner—not because of anything we have done, but as a free gift of grace (Rom. 3:24). This happens the moment we place faith in Jesus Christ. 
· Christ’s active obedience (His perfect life) is credited to us. 
· Christ’s passive obedience (His death on the cross) pays our penalty.
God “put forward” Jesus as a propitiation (wrath-absorbing sacrifice) so that He could be both just (sin fully punished) and the Justifier of wicked men who believe (Rom. 3:26). Washer calls this “the greatest news in the universe.”
3. How It Happens – Faith Alone
Not faith + works. Not faith + baptism. Not faith + trying harder. Faith alone receives the gift. But Washer is quick to add: true faith is never alone—it produces repentance, obedience, and a changed life. If there is no fruit, there was never real faith.
4. What Justification Does for Men 
· Freedom from performance. You are no longer on trial before God or men. 
· Power to lead. A justified man leads his home, church, and workplace with humble confidence instead of insecurity or anger. 
· Assurance. Your standing with God does not fluctuate with how well you performed this week. 
· Motivation for holiness. Because we are justified, we now strive to live like justified men.
Discussion Questions (25–30 minutes)
Go around the circle—encourage every man to answer at least once.
1. Washer asks: “What are you trusting in?” If someone examined your life this week (your words, thoughts, private moments), would they see you trusting in Christ’s righteousness or in your own performance?
2. Read Romans 3:26 again. Why is it so important that God remains just while justifying us? How does this protect us from a cheap “anything goes” version of Christianity?
3. Paul Washer often says justification is not just “fire insurance.” How should knowing you are already declared righteous change the way you fight sin as a man?
4. As husbands and fathers: How does justification free you from the pressure to be the “perfect dad” or “perfect provider”? How does it empower you to lead your family in repentance and grace?
5. Look at 2 Corinthians 5:21. What does it mean practically that Christ’s righteousness is now yours? How does that affect your identity when you fail?
6. Share one area of life (work, marriage, pornography, anger, etc.) where the truth of justification needs to hit you harder this week.
Application & Challenge for Men (10 minutes)
This Week’s Action Steps:
· Memorize Romans 3:26 or 5:1.
· When guilt or shame hits, speak the gospel to yourself out loud: “I am justified by His grace as a gift.”
· Tell one other man in this group (or your wife) how the doctrine of justification is changing you.
· Pray daily for the men in this study—that we would live as justified men who fear God more than we fear man.
Men’s Commitment: “Because I am justified by faith alone in Christ alone, I will lead, love, and fight sin with the freedom and power of a man who is already accepted by God.”
Closing Prayer (5–10 minutes)
Thank God for justifying the ungodly. Ask Him to make this doctrine explode in our hearts so that we become the kind of men our families, churches, and world desperately need—humble, bold, and holy.
Recommended Resources (Paul Washer):
· Sermon: “God the Just and the Justifier of the Wicked” (HeartCry Missionary Society)
· Sermon: “God’s Solution: Justification & Regeneration”
· Book: The Gospel’s Power and Message by Paul Washer (especially the chapters on justification)
Go out as justified men—free, forgiven, and ready to live for the glory of the One who justified us. Soli Deo Gloria!
