The Men’s Bible Study: The Parable of the Talents

Leaving a Return on God’s Investment 
A hard-hitting, no-excuses study for men who refuse to bury what God has given them. You were not saved to break even. You were saved to multiply.
Memory Verse 
“His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.’” (Matthew 25:23)
Opening Charge
God did not entrust you with life, breath, gifts, time, money, wife, children, job, or influence so you could coast, consume, or play it safe. Every man is a steward. The question on Judgment Day will not be “How comfortable did you get?” but “What return did you leave on what I gave you?” Real men leave things better than they found them. Better marriage. Stronger sons and daughters. Greater Kingdom impact. More fruit than seed. That’s the heartbeat of the Parable of the Talents.
Session 1: The Setup – God Is a Risk-Taking Investor
Read: Matthew 25:14-15 
A master going on a journey calls his servants and entrusts them with his property, five talents, two talents, and one talent, “to each according to his ability.” 
Key Truth:
God knows what you can handle. He doesn’t give every man the same measure, but He gives every man something. Your body, your mind, your skills, your relationships, your nation, your local church, these are not yours to own. They are God’s capital invested in you. Burying it is not humility. It is theft. 
Discussion Questions: 
· What specific “talents” (resources, opportunities, people, abilities) has God entrusted to you right now? List them out loud. 
· Do you ever compare your “five talents” to another man’s and use that as an excuse to do nothing? Why is that wicked?
Session 2: The Faithful Response – Multiply It
Read: Matthew 25:16-19, 20-23 
The five-talent man and two-talent man went at once and traded. They doubled their master’s money. When he returned, they presented the increase. 
Key Truth:
Faithful men take what they’ve been given and put it to work, immediately. They don’t wait for perfect conditions. They don’t bury it in fear. They risk, they labor, they compound. This is bi-vocational manhood: your job, your family, your hobbies, your church, all of it is put to work for the Master’s profit. You leave the marriage better. You leave your kids stronger in the Lord. You leave your workplace more honest and productive. You leave your local church more fruitful. 
Discussion Questions: 
· In which area of your life are you currently doubling (or at least increasing) what God gave you? Where are you losing ground? 
· What does “going at once and trading” look like for a man in 2026—practically, daily?
Session 3: The Wicked Response – The Sin of Playing It Safe
Read: Matthew 25:24-30 
The one-talent man dug a hole and hid his master’s money. His excuse? “I knew you were a hard man…” He was afraid, so he did nothing. The master’s reply is brutal: “You wicked and slothful servant!” He calls him lazy, strips him of what he had, and casts him into outer darkness. 
Key Truth:
Fear disguised as caution is rebellion. Playing it safe with God’s investment is not prudence, it is wickedness. The master didn’t lose money on the investment; he lost it on the servant who refused to work. Men who bury their gifts end up with nothing. Men who multiply leave a legacy that echoes into eternity. 
Discussion Questions: 
· Where in your life are you burying talent out of fear, laziness, or comfort? (Be honest—no church answers.) 
· How does this parable destroy the excuse “I’m just a regular guy with a regular job”?
Session 4: Leaving Things Better – The Return God Expects
Read: Luke 19:11-27 (the similar Parable of the Minas) + Colossians 3:23-24 + Proverbs 13:22 
God expects increase. Not because He needs your money or success, but because faithful stewardship proves you can be trusted with greater Kingdom responsibility. 
Applications for men who want to leave a return: 
· Marriage: Love her sacrificially so she flourishes more after 20 years than on your wedding day. 
· Children: Raise them in the discipline and instruction of the Lord so they are ready to run harder for Christ than you did. 
· Work: Excel, create value, mentor younger men, provide for your household with honor. 
· Gospel: Invest time, words, prayer, and money into souls so the harvest is greater than the seed you were given. 
· Resources: Build, save, give, and pass on an inheritance so your children’s children can advance the Kingdom.
Practical Challenge This Week: 
1. Take inventory: List your top five “talents” God has given you.
2. For each one, write one specific, measurable way you will seek to increase it this month. 
3. Share it with another man who will hold you accountable. 
4. Pray daily: “Lord, show me where I’m burying what You gave me. Give me courage to multiply it for Your glory.”
Closing Charge
Men, the Master is coming back. He is not coming for excuses. He is coming for fruit. He is coming for return on investment. You were never meant to break even. You were meant to leave every sphere of your life better than you found it, richer in faith, stronger in character, fuller of gospel impact, heavier with legacy. The same Jesus who told this parable is the King who will say to faithful men: “Well done, good and faithful servant… Enter into the joy of your master.” That joy is worth every risk, every early morning, every hard conversation, every dollar stewarded, every hour poured into your kids. Do not bury what the King has given you. Work it. Multiply it. Leave it better. The harvest is coming. Now get after it. 
Group Declaration (read together):
“I will not bury God’s investment in me. By His grace I will work, risk, multiply, and leave a return—for my family, my church, my generation, and the glory of my King. Well done is the only acceptable outcome.” Now go. The Master is watching.
