Men’s Bible Study: Wisdom Over Knowledge, Service Beyond Self, Honor Above All

Objective: Challenge men to pursue three essential marks of godly manhood: 
· Choosing wisdom over mere knowledge 
· Choosing service beyond self-interest 
· Choosing honor above reputation, comfort, or success.
These are not optional traits — they define a man who walks with Christ.
Opening (approx. 10 minutes)
Leader reads aloud: “Men, the world tells us to chase degrees, climb ladders, protect our image, and look out for number one. But God calls us to something higher and better. He calls us to wisdom over knowledge, service beyond self, and honor above all. Knowledge puffs up, but wisdom builds. Self-promotion feels good in the moment, but service reflects Jesus. Reputation can be faked, but honor is who you really are when no one is watching. As husbands, fathers, leaders, and brothers in Christ, these three qualities will determine the legacy we leave. Today we’re going to open the Scriptures and ask God to shape us into men who live by His standards — not the world’s.”
Icebreaker Question (1–2 minutes each):
Which of these three challenges you the most right now — wisdom over knowledge, service beyond self, or honor above all? Why?
Key Verse to Read Aloud (group together): 
“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and the knowledge of the Holy One is insight.” (Proverbs 9:10, ESV)
Main Teaching / Scripture Study (20–25 minutes)
1. Wisdom Over Knowledge
Read: Proverbs 1:7, James 3:13-17, 1 Corinthians 8:1 
· Knowledge tells you what is true. Wisdom knows how to live it out. 
· Many smart men are fools because they lack the fear of the Lord. 
· Godly wisdom is pure, peaceable, gentle, and full of mercy.
2. Service Beyond Self
Read: Mark 10:42-45, Philippians 2:3-8, Galatians 5:13 
· Jesus, the greatest Man who ever lived, came not to be served but to serve. 
· Real leadership is downward — washing feet, putting others first, sacrificing. 
· Selfish ambition destroys homes and churches. Servant leadership builds them.
3. Honor Above All
Read: 1 Peter 2:17, Proverbs 22:1, Romans 12:10, 1 Timothy 5:8 
· Honor God first, then honor your wife, children, authorities, and one another. 
· A man of honor keeps his word, provides for his family, speaks truth, and guards his integrity. 
· Honor is expensive — it often costs comfort, popularity, or short-term gain.
Core Truths for Men:
1. Knowledge without wisdom leads to pride and poor decisions. 
2. A life centered on self eventually leaves you empty and alone. 
3. Honor is the foundation — lose it and you lose everything that matters.
Discussion Questions (25–35 minutes)
1. Where in your life right now are you relying more on knowledge than on wisdom? What would applying wisdom look like?
2. In what areas (marriage, work, parenting, church) do you struggle most with putting others before yourself?
3. What does “honor above all” look like practically in how you treat your wife, kids, coworkers, or the men in this group?
4. Share a time when choosing service or honor cost you something — what was the long-term result?
5. How can we, as a group of men, help each other grow in these three areas?
Application / Action Steps (10 minutes)
Choose one this week:
· Ask your wife or a close friend: “Where do you see me needing more wisdom, service, or honor?” Then act on what they say.
· Perform one unnoticed act of service for your family every day this week.
· Memorize one of these verses: Proverbs 9:10, Mark 10:45, or 1 Peter 2:17.
· Make a specific commitment to restore or strengthen honor in one relationship (apology, keeping your word, consistency).
Challenge: Text one brother mid-week and share how you’re living out one of these three this week.
Closing Prayer (COP)
Thank God for the example of Jesus — the wisest, most servant-hearted, and most honorable Man. Confess where we have chosen knowledge over wisdom, self over service, and image over honor. Ask the Holy Spirit to transform us into men who fear the Lord, serve joyfully, and live with honor. Commit as a group to hold one another accountable (hold yourself accountable).
Takeaway:
A strong man is not the one with the most knowledge, the biggest platform, or the best reputation. He is the man who walks in wisdom, lives in service, and stands on honor, all for the glory of Christ.

Run time: 70–90 minutes. This study works well as a stand-alone or as part of a series on biblical manhood. Print it, share it, and watch God raise up stronger men through it.

